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Horley Ecclesia Policy for Safeguarding 
Adults  

 

This document is the Safeguarding Adults Policy of the Horley 
Christadelphians (also known as Christian Worship in Hookwood). 

 

It was adopted at the Ecclesial Meeting on Sunday 30th June 2019 
after consultation with members, elders and other interested 
parties. 

 

If you have concerns about an adult’s welfare, you can discuss these 
in confidence with our Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

Name: CHARLES ABEL  

Phone: 07795 420692  

E-mail: abelcomms@gmail.com 

Ecclesia website:  www.christian-worship-in-hookwood.com 

Registered Charity: Reg No. 1034410 

Last Reviewed: June 2019 (annual review due AGM May 2020) 

or  Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead  

WENDY COOPER – 07903 811207 – wendytheviola@gmail.com 

 

 

See also the Safeguarding Children & Young People Policy, which is in 
addition to and supplements this policy. 

mailto:abelcomms@gmail.com
http://www.christian-worship-in-hookwood.com/
mailto:wendytheviola@gmail.com
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1. Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults 

This Document supplements the Horley Ecclesia Child Safeguarding Policy dated June 2019  

See this for more information concerning: 

• Roles and Responsibilities of Trustees, Members and the Designated Safeguarding 
Lead 

• Risk Assessment: Safe Activities and Safe Environment 

Information is taken from Charity Guidance Safeguarding and Protecting people for charities 
and trustees. 

www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-duties-for-charity-trustees#children-adults-at-risk. 

2. Principles and practice 

Trustees and Members of Horley Ecclesia recognise that as an expression of our love of God 
and of the Lord Jesus Christ we will show love to all (Matthew 22: 37-39, Galatians 6:10) and 
treat others as we would wish to be treated (Matthew 7: 12).  

We are aware that in seeking to put these principles into practice we will take particular care 
when dealing with children (see separate Child Safeguarding Policy) and vulnerable adults. 

Safeguarding is everyone responsibility.  The aim of this policy is to promote the freedom 

and dignity and respect of everyone  

3. What is Safeguarding Adults at Risk? 

Safeguarding adults at risk means protecting their right to live in safety and free from abuse 
and neglect. Safeguarding means making arrangements or taking precautions intended to 
protect people from abuse, including significant harm or exploitation. 
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Safeguarding duties for adults at risk apply to anyone aged 18 or over who: 

• has needs for care and support (whether or not the local authority is meeting any of 
those needs) and 

• is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse or neglect 

• as a result of those care and support needs is unable to protect themselves from either 
the risk of, or the experience of abuse or neglect or take steps to protect themselves 
from significant harm or exploitation or who cannot care for themselves 

4. Who are vulnerable adults? 

A vulnerable adult is anyone aged 18 or over who is in a vulnerable situation or relationship. 
They may have difficulty making their wishes or feelings known. They may need or already 
receive community care services such as a care package or support worker or they may be 
heavily dependent on one or more family members or friends. 

They may be unable or have no means of dealing with intimidation, false accusations, 

humiliation, coaxing, coercion or may feel that someone is trying to take control over their 

activities 

They may be confused. They may be having problems with personal hygiene. 

A vulnerable adult may find it difficult to form healthy and steady boundaries and pushing 

or challenging their boundaries can become damaging to that individual.    

A vulnerable adult may find it difficult to express their concerns or feelings which can lead to 

misunderstandings of their situation. 

An adult at risk of abuse may: 

• have an illness affecting their mental or physical health. This would include problems 
mobility or with eyesight or hearing  

• have a learning disability 

• suffer from drug or alcohol problems 

• be frail 

5. What is abuse? 

Abuse may be physical, emotional or sexual or it may involve not looking after someone 
properly, taking money or property without informed consent, misusing it or committing 
fraud. 

It may include poor care practices, bullying or humiliating, or not allowing contact with family 
or friends. It often involves criminal acts.  

It may be managing or taking control of someone without their permission 

Abuse can be a single act or it may continue over time and may take many different forms. It 
can be unintentional or deliberate but in all cases it will result in harm to the victim that affects 
their wellbeing or security. Individuals may suffer more than one kind of abuse. 
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6. Who might abuse a vulnerable adult? 

An abuser may be: 

• A partner, family member, friend or neighbour. 

• A carer, volunteer, staff member or another service user. 

• A stranger. 

7. Where could abuse happen? 

Abuse could happen anywhere and at any time including: 

• In the victim’s own home or someone else’s. 

• In a day centre, care home or hospital. 

• At work or in a college or school. 

• In a public place, including any ecclesial or other meeting room. 

8. What increases the risk of abuse? 

Anyone can be at risk of abuse but the majority of people are not at risk all of the time. 

The risk of abuse increases when: 

• Someone is isolated. 

• They depend on others for food or personal care. 

• They are suffering from an illness or recovering. 

• They are not mentally capable of making decisions for themselves. 

• They have suffered previous abuse. 

9. The Process of Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults is: 

• To respond quickly to ensure effective response to any form of harm, neglect or abuse 
that has or is taking place   

• To consult with the vulnerable adult as far as possible to explain a proposed course of 
action   

• Put in place a plan to assist and protect the adult. 

• Make sure regular monitoring takes place when concerns have been raised. 

10. How can I help a vulnerable adult but reduce the risk of being accused of 
abuse? 

• Always be sensitive to their needs and treat them courteously. 

• It is important to seek their permission before managing or taking control of their 
situation.  

• Unless they are your close friend or family member or they rely on you for personal or 
professional care, try to have someone else with you when spending time with them, 
especially for long periods. 

• If they need help with financial matters or dealing with property try to get their 
agreement to involve someone else such as a member of their family or a member of 
staff at their bank, building society or solicitor’s office. 
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11. What should I do if I think a vulnerable adult is being abused? 

In an emergency or if someone is in immediate danger call 999. 

To report a crime (non-emergency) call 101 (Local Police) 

 

Otherwise, speak to the Designated Safeguarding Lead:  

 

CHARLES ABEL – 07795 420692 abelcomms@gmail.com  

 

or  Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead  

WENDY COOPER – 07903 811207 – wendytheviola@gmail.com 

 

 

They have been appointed by the Church/Ecclesia in this place 
to respond to any safeguarding issues. 

Signed On behalf of the Ecclesia: 

 

 

Date 

 

If the DSL is not available and you need to get advice or report adult abuse quickly, check the 
permanent address of the vulnerable adult and contact the safeguarding organisation that 
covers that address: 

If you suspect somebody is being harmed, don’t ignore it, report it 
In an emergency – Dial 999 for the police 

SURREY 

During office hours 
Contact the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) 
Tel:  0300 470 9100 
Email: ascmash@surreycc.gov.uk 

or complete the MASH Referral Form and email to Adults MASH 

Please remember that all emails containing sensitive information should continue to be 
protectively marked. 

Out of hours: Call the Adult Social Care Emergency Duty Team on: 01483 517898 

www.surreysab.org.uk/ 

mailto:abelcomms@gmail.com
mailto:wendytheviola@gmail.com
mailto:ascmash@surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.surreysab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Safeguarding-Adults-form-to-raise-a-concern-post-MASH-26.04.19.doc
http://www.surreysab.org.uk/
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SUSSEX  

How to report suspected abuse or neglect of an adult at risk: 

• Contact Brighton & Hove City Council Adult Social Care on 01273 295555 
• Contact East Sussex Health and Social Care Connect on 0345 60 80 191 
• Contact West Sussex Adult Services on 01243 642121 

https://sussexsafeguardingadults.procedures.org.uk/ 

  

Local Authority contact details for vulnerable adults living in any other Local Authority area 
can be found via the relevant website. 

 

25th July 2019  

https://sussexsafeguardingadults.procedures.org.uk/

